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An age-old tradition
passed from generation to generation
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n [apan, dolls are celled nueyo. The sord itself s made
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wilbr L :-L-I'Ij: charactess
and gvo, which means “form.” Since ancient times in
Japan, dalls and ﬁg'.ll'll'u.'rc WETE T:'mu:gl'.f Foy CrntaiT
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stantal relgdous significance, The eadliest snown examples of
dalls in fapan are Ogorives made of stone and sohd day from
Lhi Jermoen period (oo BC— 400 A1, | Varing the Kolun
pericd (1e0 7o ADY), dells called haniwa {human figures a5
wiell as effigics ofanirmals and srchutectnrs works made of

bl elay  enciccled e final resting places of te coling

classes, Besides serving decorative and spiritual purposes
Esuch as protecting, comforting, or enledtzining the deceased
innthe alterlile ], these Hpuzes alse served as asorl of relaiving
wall for the urial nmound.

I o5 commarnly heheved that dodls served mary functions

i pre I‘.'Il.'li.':x'.'ll_:ill..lJ.'.l. B

vsed as something similar to scapegoats in ceremonies ta
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imjury o disease. Many foll: traditions during that period
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attribuzed magical powers to some dolls and many sven
:':lt:ughl that a fewr .'-cp:':'iﬂ dolls had senls of their oven, Diolls
alzo played specific soles in Shinto-related court ceremonics,
and they wers also nsed in moralistic roadside dicramias et
up by Buddhist monks.

2 comrse, not all dolls in ancient [apan played s in
religons ceremony or carried mystical powers. The desiprs
l::i‘!*."l'..l” '||'.'I.'ll'l.:':"'|| I:]I'I”‘- 'Z"TIZ'.!'l."iE'.L'I..l at Meara 'F"l: VT TI:'III' I1RS I'_'IJ:-

Heifpdkpd suppested that the dolls were also vsed as playthings

for chuldren. And, many examples of Heian-era literature

state that the children ol royalty often played with elaborately

garbed dolls called Hina Ningwo. During the Edo periog
(16no—1868 A1) doll-mak ing Hourished in Japan and many
different types of dolls—each seemingly more heantifi]
than the mext —were manufaclured in deoves Lo enlertain
roval kads. It was during the Ede Period when formal, often
elaberate, displays of dalls hegan to be used a5 the focal pomnt
of individual househaold festivities during Moo no Selky (a

seasonad festival ‘l'“"”t-; the third month of the vear!.

"MANY FOLK TRADITIONS DURING THAT PERIOD
ATTRIBUTED MAGICAL POWERS TO SOME
DOLLS AND MANY EVEN THOUGHT THAT A FEW
SPECIAL DOLLS HAD SOULS OF THEIR OWN."
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Traditienally,  complete set of Hina calls consists ot at
least tz ningwo set upon a tieved seroctare covered i ver-
rzlion cloth called a fiadan, Although moders versions
inclde dolls modeled alier diferent cartoon characters
such as Hella Kitty
characrers, many
Farnilics prefer sctual
hina dolls, They are
anally dressed
in [0l Helan era
courl regalia - asa
:!||}-' .Z(JI‘llj'il,ZT'i.'lg af
inntricately broceded
kimono, The uprer-
st F1eT 18 m'c:u[:it':]
by - isam
and O-Hina-sama—
the ermperor and
ermpress which are usually the most elaborately
dressed and are otten she most expensive, The
upper-most tier also holds variows cxquisitely
constructes miniature household articles
the most impaortari ol which is Bonlori or
| LB RS RN ..:.l[I'.P.‘.- Llzat ]i.j.*,llL Lhe €1k lewel,
Towra ministers asvaly ecoapy the second
b, :|L'.'u;.~.'r1.~:z|'i|.'c7. h}- theee ladies in W'.Ii':ir]l'_:
v ealled Rango), caricatures of tea CErSnDIY
sets and food offe rings inr':11c|'.r;;; TITH I REAIE:
hishi-rnochi. Five cons b musiciang wicldiag
drums and Hutes for the rayal couples
pleasure occngy the newd level and
the lowest level is reserved for three
cuards bearing weapons to
proftect the court.

he sel of daolls
is usually either an
herrloom pass ed down
l]n'ul.'..',_;h j::_'.!T.tI':-'.lil.'!-:'IS- ar

purchased for danghters

“...MODERN VERSIONS
INCLUDE DOLLS MODELED
AFTER DIFFERENT
CARTOON CHARACTERS
SUCH AS HELLO KITTY..."

MIKESAN'S JAPAN

by her parents or prandparents for their frst doll festival,

These sets cin be extremely Targe Giomne reack heights of

7—8 [eet and include cver 20 dolls | and are gzually quite

expensive [some with price tags of 2 couple million ven or
e}, These displays
are usually set out

between Febroary 4

Tered the Girst

day of spring} and the
middadle of the month.
Thaey are usually
displayed prominently
in the larges: room in
thie Tose antil the day
aiter the festival when
the 2ei 18 carcfully
dizmantled, packed in
boxes, and returnsd o
stoTaEe for next year Procrastination 1|.-;‘.|:1”}r wastl a
problem—populas supesstition states thal leaving the
doll set up too long was a good way to accumulats bad
ek for the dapghiter. I owas also considersd inauspi-
ciows to dismantle the display when the wweather was
bad-—although humidity and maold may have had
sornething to do wilh that superstition.

Hina Matsuri can carry many differsnt mean-
ings fir the .'T'H'll:](‘rT':_I:iIJLIr1l!H(E I:larttnl —sTne
obseryve the festival to CECELELEE {ilial piety,
while ethers wish to impress upon their

f.'.mg]ﬂt:‘l; the imporance n'rl-flnrn:lrir.g

ancient traditions. However, regardless
of the many different reasons, alimos: 211
parents in Japan who ohserve the [estival
of dolls almost nnvaryingly associate it
wills two things: the beaatilul ping o that
represent the beauty and majesty oft
ald Japan and the simple pleasure
of seeing their child’s face gt

up with wender and joy loc
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TheFive Sekke

Sekka which actoally means "seasonal festival ™ is o Lesm
that originallr applied to tood efferings made on certain
days regariled as equinoges: However, over fime, the lerm
hewan to e wsed forefer to the actoal day, Daring e Bdo
Periad, the Tolugawa Shosunate officially decreed thess

five days as Sekku: January 7 (1 ks o Selln, o “Seven

Herky Bestival™), tdarch 5 { Mow Sekku, o “Peach Blos

som Bestival”), May 5 {8%8bu no Setdeu ar “Tris Festival ™),

(@ or Catar J":::-C'.i'.'-l1l:,;'

July 7 {'.r:qr

eouirex, and festivitios included the whole Ganily. Since
ancient times during the festrval, it was customary for all
people—rmen, women, and children—Io ereate effimes

ol themselves called Rinagato ont ol pager ancd straw zd
Leanisler all ol their mislorlune, sickness and negativity
into these dolls v ceremnenies invalong rubbing the doll
against themselves. These dolls were then gathered up, and
the family would male a teip to the nearest niver or brool,

st cast e dolls into the water This nof LII1]}' eisured the

and September g { Kiki o

Lamily's pood fortune and health for the rest of the vear, it

Sekkir, or " Chrysan also gove the family a polden oppertunity for picnics and

themum Pestival™], met-torethars with other fimilies, Rovally also followed
Althongh traditions Lhis custenn. Hosever, e dedls thal they used were mone

have changed, many elaborate and a great deal more expensive than versions

of these festivals are used by the loce] sropolous—rany Gonilies used dolls

still celebrated during similar in desion to the beaatitul hina dolls popular from
madarn times with IHeian times.
differenl customs and Sorme bedieve hat wealthy Ganilies” began Lo compele
LW A2 against each atherwith doll displays that becanie maove

Originally Momoe splendid and gzudy each vear, Others state that a voung

no sekka I:.]u':sx'h Tolcas- Ferriale memdaer af the |':1§,'.|| I':.lrni|y Lalloed Bier parenls 1l

soms are in full bloom keepirg the dells tor her to play with, Regardless ot which
I.]I:TE'I!g the third I::1r~|'.|';' el her G thal I!1:=.f|.l'l'_:: l]u*ur}' 15 correct, il Trercaarnie
manthoal e year Lhie custonn Lo sel ug elaborate displays of dolls during this

Sekl, The iden -;_1.:?1';=_1'.‘\.:|'1'ring ill Tnele v the clol s alse sor-

i Ml land

Jagran] cel- vived [even though the dulls had become too valuable Lo

elrated throw inte water ! and over tme, it became popular belief

sprang that the dolls exclusively protected the danghters of the
Farnily, "The Festival Tiewan to Te s as “Gicls Pay”™ and
commonly called Hivr Matsio,
Tuday, Hlina Matsiert iz colebred heogboul e ma-
Lica Lo pray for daughilers’ happiness. It is observed with
a ritual display of dolls and gatherings ofyoung wivls clad
in kiono eal i anidd t|:i:||r.f|'.t‘:_ special Hina Malsurd lare,
including chivashi zushi (sashimi, seaweed, shredded,

1 7. 1+ . 7 -
‘-I"Til'l'l'l]'.ll:"-.T I';{j;'-i AT (1|'}'||.'1' i'.-i']ll.'illi s shresan oover s

rie c::l_. iahic-tiru [ Lype ol clam Rl.‘ll.:|":|. sl oo 'i_L'I.i
amond shaped ree cakes colared pnk, white,
sl wreen) and shire-zake {an extremely
mild, opaque rice wine). They also
offered tea and refreslonents 1o
their dolls, and sang " Uiesh Hiva
Matsur™ o tracditiomal [apanese
fal% somg aloul the festival.
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