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FOREWORD

Pictures historic, genre and scenic of Ryukyu drawn by Mr. Shinzan
Yamada, member of Ryukyuan Fine Art Association, which appeared suc-
cessively in the ‘Daily Okinawan’, an English paper published in Okinawa
after the termination of the World War 11, stood high in public reputation
among the Allied personnel and played an important role for introducing
Okinawa.

It was with our great regret to have seen their appearance ceased
with the discontinuance of the said paper.

However, it is indeed a matter of congratulation that Mr. Yamada
happily succeeded in collecting these pictures in a form of one volume
for republication purpose.

Mr. Yamada is one of the most precious treasures which Ryukyu
makes a boast of in the artistic world and the supreme authority as well.

His peculiar style has bezsn recognized long among the Japanese
artistic circles in the metropolis and his fresco work ‘Establishment of
Ryukyuan Feudal Government’ is still decorating a part of the sacred Virtue
Memorial Picture Gallery in the outer garden of the Meiji Shrine, Tokyo,
Japan.

He has also produced numerous masterpieces of sculptures and dis-
tinctive merit he has rendered in the artistic world is too great to be
sounded.

Trusting that the collection under the present projected by Mr.
Yamada may make invaluable data for introducing Ryukyu both ancient cnd
modern, | herein dare to make recommendation to general public.

10, Oct., 1952
Shuhei Higa
" Executive Chief, Ryukyuan Government
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FORWORD

r. Shinzan Yamada is the most outstanding figure that Okinawa

has ever produced, in the world of the fine arts of Japanese style and

carving.

Seven years have elapsed since the war ended, and the general public,
in spite of hard living, are seeking after truth and beauty.

It is very natural that great hopes are entertained of this great
artists Yamada. He has also found many friends among the American
officers, soldiers and civilians who are here on the island.

These patrons of the arts would ask him to paint or to carve what
may help them understand Okinawa and its people.

| hope this collection of beautiful pictures, 16 in color and 24 in
black, will gratify these desires.

Atsuo Yamashiro
Former Vice-Governer,
Okinawa Gunto Government.
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PREFACE

The Ryukyu lIslands which float on the ocean like a necklace that
connects the continent of China to Japan were no more than a dot on
the map until the end of recent great war and very few knew that they
had had rich and fragrant culture of their own reflected on their ancient
art.

It is a strange fate that the long-buried Ryukyus under the ocean
have emerged like a pearl on the surface from among the waves of the
great sacrifice inflicted by the great war, furnishing a moment to reveal
their real value. And it is not too much to say that the desire to
see the Ryukyus and to get informations about the Ryukyus is now in vogue
throughout the world.

In 1946, immediately after the termination of the great war, |
painted senery and historical events of Okinawa and published them
serially in an English paper titled ‘“Daily Okinawan’/, complying with
their request.

Though it was my desire to introduce an aspect of the burnt-down
Ryukyus through the pictures, | found it very hard to fulfil as | had not
only lost all my referencial materials, but also had no brushes and colours
at hand. In spite of these situations, it was fortunate for me that | had
once besn requested by Japanese Government to paint the fresco of
""Ryukyu Han Setchi”’ for the Meiji Shrine before the war, and that | had
had an opportunity to investigate historical materials of Okinawa on
that occasion. And these pictures in this collection are all the produc-
tions of this memory of mine. Should these pictures be able to take a
part to introduce the Ryukyus, it will be a greatest glory for me.

| sincerely thank Messrs. P. H. Skuse, and N. A. Porter for their
great help and Messrs. Eihan Asato, Atsuo Yamashiro and Teikichi
Harada for their co-operation offered to me in publishing this book.

10, Nov., 1952.
Shinzan Yamada.
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Okinawa by Yamada - No.1 ClickOkinawa.com

Gate of Courtesy
This picture shows one of the gates to the Shuri Castle, which had been
seen still standing till the end of the war on the high-way about 150 yards

from the castle. It was widely known for the tablet hung up on it with the

inscription of the “Land of Courtesy,” the name given to the island in the
14th century by a Chinese emperor in the Ming dynasty. Artistically

famous, the gate together with the castle had been appointed one of the
national treasures.
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Okinawa by Yamada - No.1 ClickOkinawa.com

The Famous Pond

Above is shown Ryutan, the most famous pond on Okinawa, just north of
Shuri Castle. It is a littless then one half of a mile wide. The clear water
and many trees and flowers growing around the edge of the pond make it
one of the most beautiful sights on Okinawa.

In the background can be seen the roof of Shuri Castle, the present site of
the Ryukyu University.
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Okinawa by Yamada - No.1 ClickOkinawa.com

Sei-mei-sai
This is an Okinawa family about to picnic after having carried flowers to
the family tomb on Sei-mei-sai (any day in April given over to visiting the
family tomb.) A Meshi-tsukai (servant) follows the family carrying food and
water for the picnic meal.
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