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A Famous Garden
This is Shikina-En, the most famous garden on Okinawa. It was parti-
cularly highly regarded by architects because of the fine Okinawan stone
work in the garden. It was part of the ground of the villa of the Okinawan
Monarch to which it belonged. It is located two miles east of Naha and one
mile south of the Shuri castle.
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Sales Girls

About 100 years ago, there were sales girls who carried their .wares on
their heads. They sold matches, paper, cigarettes, hair oil, glasswares and

pottery. Drawing this drawing by Yamada shows these sales girls with
their wares.
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Madambashi. Bridge
This is the Bridge Madambashi which was built over 300 years ago Con-
tone bridge on Okinawa, it was on the road from Naha

sidered the finest s
to Kokuba. It was destroyed during the war.
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An Okinawan Miss

This young upper-caste, Okinawan

miss is wearing a gayly colored beni-

s

ata, popular with her set before
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Bezaiten-do

This picture shows the Bézaiten-do (the Temple of Benten, goddess of
wealth and prosperity), built about 450 years ago, west of the Enkakuji
Temple rear Shuri Castle. Standing in the lotus pond and connected with
the shore by a stone bridge, it was noted for its grandeur.
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Sogenji Temple

Sogenji is the national temple of old Okinawa. In this building were kept
the records of the lineage of the kings of Okinawa. The stone walls and
gates are famons for their artistic beauty and design.
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The Silk Maker

This drawing shows an Okinawan Tsumugi silk maker working at a hand

loom. Tsumugi silk is a 250 years old product of these islands and is the
finest of silks.
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The Introduction of the Sweet-potato

ows Noguni-Sokan, who first introduced into the island the

ochow in China in 1650, and, with the co-operation of

a

r Gima-Shinjd, spread it all over the island, thus saving

by which the island had formerly besn constantly
t of typhoons which yearly did a great deal of damage

w3 4



Okinawa by Yamada - No.1 ClickOkinawa.com

b A e
i F* R & »
| 2 iErple
DENdE O

e R

H H &

S DD

CHE o0

Le

L # <

&+

I Snis

F X L

&

H A

eiraive

s O

i =

L k& i

& B

3 w©

55 &

/N 2]

% bl

% =

D %

=
0

=

s

BE OSSR | REGE ot e > &
L ®T g

PR CATNTHEG R AR » ES o i

ATERFHEEOA 0FASHTAY §ms

BABCBH OIS BRST S B

e So

k)

2

=

& RO A CEERR e CERREIS B A EER SRS A SRR > P AT RETA

Gosamaru

This is Gosamaru and his wife as they looked a few moments before he
committed Hara-Kiri as an unhappy climax to one of Okinawa’s most dramatic
bits of history. Gosamaru, a former master of Nakagusuku Castle, was very
loyal to Sho, King of Okinawa. He knew that Amawarl, a neighbor living in
Katsuren, was plotting against the King’s life. Gosamaru built Nakagusuku
into a powerful defense point and began arming his private army because he
knew Amawari would have to pass that point on his way to Shuri to slay
the King and he wished to bs able to thwart the traitor. When Amawari
saw the Nakagusuku defenses he knew he would be unable to bring an army
so he went slyly to Sho and told him Gosamaru was raising

past the point,
She was reluctent to believe the story, but defenses

an army for a revolt.
were being built and Gosamaru’s army given new weapons he considered
Amawari’s story collaborated znd put the traitor at the bead of an army of
King’s troops tc march against Nakagusuku. In the picture above Gosamaru
is watching the advancing army. Because it bore the King’s flag he refused

to defend himself znd zfter killing his wife he committed Harakiri.

#* | think this word was intended to be 'corroborated' (McClary, S.A.)
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Urashima Taro—Okinawan Rip Van Winkle

This is Urashima Taro leaving Okinawa to return to Japan, riding a
friendly Kame (sea turtle) and carrying a gift from the Otohime (Princess)
of Ryugu (Okinawa).

Urashima Taro was a young Japanese fisherman who was-always kind to
sea turtles. As a young man, his ship drifted far southward and was
wrecked. The entire crew except Urashima was lost, but a friendly Kame
carried him to Okinawa. He was impressed with the beauty and peace-
fulness of the island and remained for nearly sixty years. His fame as a
kind, gentle and honest man had spread throughout Okinawa and won the
admiration of Otohime. When he departed for Japan he still had the
appearance of a young man, though he was eighty years old. Otohime
presented him with a box and told him that as long as he did not open it,
he would remain young. When he arrived in Japan, he found all his former
acquaintances were gone. Finally he opened the gift box to attempt to
learn the secret of eternal youth, but when the box was opened the contents
escaped in a puff of smoke,—and with the escape of the secret Urashima
Taro immediately became an old man, wrinkled and bent. He never
returned to Okinawa, his Island Paradise.
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Futemma Shrine

int Adaniya woman worshipping the god of Futenma Gongen
. She was a very poor but extremely kind and genercus
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The Funeral Procession

This is an Okinawan funeral procession en route from the home of the
deceased to the family tomb.

In olden times, the funeral services were performed after dark among
upper class people. The procession was led by mourning-banners, and then
the coffin followed by the family members, relatives, and friends.
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Horse Kiding

This is an uppar class Umanori (horseman) and his elaborate Kura
saddle. Not a fcw of the Kuras are still on the island and may occasaionally
be seen along Okinawan highways.
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