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Women’s Day

Above are pictured the festivities on (Women’s Day) March 3. On this day
each year women gather at the beaches for a day of prayer and recreation.
While their boats are Naga-shi-bune (drift) they beat their Ko-Daikec (native
drums) and sing. When the day is completed they have been forgiven whatever
sins they may have committed during the past year and are ready for
a fresh start.
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Naha Harboar

This is Naha Harbor as is appeared 150 years ago. The Tondo (coral block
pier) in the far side of the harbor handled all the loading and unloading.
The square bowed ships on the near side of the harbor, were built on
Okinawa and used for the trade with China. The slimmer craft on the far
ide were built on Kagoshima (scuthernJapan) and plied between Naha and

the Jzpzness Notice the ancient coral block fortresses running along

both sides of th nnel.
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A Shin-ko-sen

is the vessel Shin-ko-sen, which was sent in old days to China as tha

This

tribute

The ship was actually the principal vessel of the Okinawan

-
.

hant flest which sz2iled bstween Naha and the Chinese ports.
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The Water-point

is 2 typical Okinawan water-point. Springs of clear fresh water are
soms placss, so when one is located it is carefully walled up for
- from near-by areas carried the drinking water for the family
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Pottery Baker
A (pottery baker) plies his craft at the Tsuboya pottery plant. The oven
Nobori Gama is built on a steep slope, with the base fire on the lower end.
Additional fire holes enter the sides of oven along is full length. He must
feed these many points to keep its temperature even. Cooking vessels and
vases require seven days of baking and are then allowed to cool three days

before being removed from the oven. Bricks are baked in the same oven
for three d
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A Pottery Plant

A creftsman fashoins a sakegame (sake-urn) at the pottery plant in. Tsuboya
Nzhz. He turns ths revolving platform with his left foot while modeling the
clay. The vessels in the foreground are Misogame (been paste).
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The Palanquin
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Shishi-mai

This is Thishi-mai an Okinawan licn dance, performed on New Year’s Day
and other spacial occasions. The shi-shi dances to the balls of the boy. The
boy with the bslls is putting the shi-shi through his dance. This dancing
shi-shi is the benevolent lion who drives the evil spirits away from homes,
temples or palaces.
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Boar Hunting

Inoshishi Gari /dear hunting) on the island of Yayeyama. Once every year
in pre-war days the 18 villages of Yayeyama gather the young males for the
annual boar hunt. Spsars are the customary weapons. Dogs assist in the hunt.
1ishi boar is not hunted for food. He is a great destroyer of Sweet-

nd rice nelds.
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Bull-fighting

This is a Togyu (bull fight) an exciting sport. Such events were often the
highligth of annual festivals on Okinawa. The fight is stopped as soon as one
bull shows a tendency to retire.
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A Cow Boy

This Okinawan lad is returning from a day’s work in the fields riding ths
family Ushi (cow) which was pastured near the field in which he worked. On
his back he carries the hay that will fesd the Ushi between the evening and
morning milkings. In the background is Ie-shima.

H®

7

oG oy B

AT 048 o 0N v Dk BT 4 o RS

kit

&




Okinawan Mothers

Okinawan mothers often go to the fields early in the day to work in the
garden. A brother or sister will spend the day looking after the infant, and
will take the baby to Okasan (mother) for dinner at regular times. Okinawan

mothers nurse, their children for more than two years, occasionally for three
or more.
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On Okinawa the Tanme

On Okinawa the Tanme (grand-fathers) spent many of their leisure hours
fishing in the marshlands. The fish they caught in the brackish water were

not used for food—the fishing was purely a diversion for the ancient ones. -

Several poles were often used for the very good reason that they multiplied
the possibilities of making a catch. Earth-worms, tiny shrimp and other
meaty titbits were the customary bait.
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