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“OPERATION GOODWILL”

THROUGHOUT THE RYUKYU ISLANDS ABOARD THE MISSION VESSEL
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“OPERATION GOODWILL" is a church relief program in the Ryukyu Islands
designed especially to feature the outlying islands. Many of the small
islanders have never seen an Ameérican and few have shared with ushin our
Christian Concepts.

It is intended that this publication should better acquaint our friends with
those courageous people of the small islands of the sea who have survived
the typhoons and droughts of past years to face life anew.
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THE RYUKYU ARCHIPELAGO

The story contained in the following pages
is that of the Ryukyu Archipelago, a tiny
group of islands in the North Pacific
almost midway between the southern-most
island of Japan and Formosa.

I have found the Pacific Islands intriguing
to say the least as I have sailed among
them over the past sixteen years. I had
no idea in 1941, however, that 1 would
some day enter intimately into the life of
one of those island groups, to share its
hopes and fears, to see its people torn by
the dreaded typhoon and its inevitable
aftermath of wreckage, heartache and
suffering.

The average American in the Ryukyus by
virtue of their association in the Armed
Forces or with a commercial firm soon
finds their attention and interest drawn to
the main island of Okinawa with its pop-
ulation of over 600,000, its fourlane high-
ways, supermarkets and department stores.
If they are philanthropically inclined they
soon identify themselves with some club
engaged in welfare work and are given
ample opportunities to visit the numerous
institutions and view the needs as well as
to be made aware of the vast contribution
fellow Americans have made toward the
tetterment of those institutions. Needless
to say, the goodwill that such efforts has
engendered has been tremendous. As a
result of such goodwill our respective
governments have attained a high degree
of mutual understanding.

For lack of oppotunity however, they
never see the 200,000 people of the outer
islands. Contending with typhoons almost
every vyear, the islanders suffer greatly
from the destruction of homes, crops and
livestock. Stories by the score could be
written of those courageous people who
are obliged to face life anew after a devas-
tating typhoon.
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MISSION BOAT TO THE OUTER ISLANDS

During my directorship of Church World
Service 1 have travelled extensively
throughout the fifty odd inhabited islands
of the Ryukyu Chain, sometimes aboard
commercial vessels to the larger islands
of Miyako and Yaeyama and at other times
aboard small fishing craft and canoes to
the more inaccessible islands. Over the
past few years, having to depend on these
most unsatisfactory arrangements, I have
come to a growing awareness of the need
of a vessel operating throughout the islands
as a beacon of hope and goodwill.

Such a vessel would not be duplicating any
such effort for the outer islands. It would
provide a means of boosting Ryukyuan-
American friendship such as is being done
to a great extent in Okinawa. Having
been missionary-captain of such vessels
in the past in the South Seas I know ex-
perimentally the great source for good such
an undertaking can be.

At present there is need for closer super-
vision of the relief foods and clothing
being sent to the outer islands by the
Voluntary Relief Agencies. At times
through lack of transportation small
islands are left destitute of food and
clothing for long periods of time. A mission
vessel operating in the very wake of a
typhoon could allay hunger and misery by
taking to them emergency supplies thus
giving full emphasis to our SURPLUS
FOODS and clothing program.

When engaged in relief work the vessel
which I have just purchased will also be
doing the work of a Gospel Evangelist
taking to the people the Good News.

Again, as we have travelled among the
islands we have been appalled by the large
number of crippled children. These children
have no hope for a normal life unless some
agency takes the initiative to locate and
report them to USCAR Public Health and
Welfare Department which is providing
technical assistance to the Okinawa Shrine
Club. It is reported that there are over
forty crippled children in the Yaeyama
group alone. Our vessel is suitable for
the transporting of any such children to
and from Okinawa.
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1.2 Approaches to the Kerama Islands
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3 Taking emergency supplies in times of distress
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7 Consulting with the mavor
8 Looking around the village
9., 9a Cripple girl and brother
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Street evangelism
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Sharing our Christian Concepts
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19,20 Unsurpassed beauty from the top of Zamami Island
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ul village nestled in the valley
pastal village
3,24 Nature's handiwork
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Peaceful village nestled in the valley
Coastal village
Nature's handiwork
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Zamami Village - Pop. 600
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35,36,37,38 Village life
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Small island folk
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47,48 Zamami Elementary and Jr. High School
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52,53 Sharing our surplus clothing
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In response to letters written home following
Typhoon Emma, the Foursquare Churches of ¢
Canada and the U. S. A. sent approximately 1
7,000 pounds of used clotking to the people
of the Ryukyvs. Here is the tzil end of it

coming a shore at Zamami Island.
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57.58 Scenic views
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THE OUTER ISLANDS BY GROUPS

The Ryukyu Archipelago, as the name
suggests, lies like a knotted rope in a
sometimes stormy, sometimes tranquil sea.
11s islands are located for the most part
in little clusters with the occasional island
lying by itself apart from the rest. Apart
from the numerous islands surrounding
Okinawa, the outer isiands may be desc-
ribed in four well defined groups:

Daito Rhetto: consists of 3 islands two of
which are inhabited. This group lies alone
220 miles east of the southern tip of
Okinawa. Some of the best black sugar
in the Ryukyus comes from this group.
During sugar harvest numerous folk from
Okinawa go down to the Daitos to assist
in the harvesting of the rich crop. The
population runs around 4,000.

Yaeyama Gunto lies 230 miles Southwest
of Okinawa with a population of 48,000.
The group is” made up?of the principal
islands of Ishigaki and Iriomote with
several surrounding islands and islets,
This group is rather more tropical than
the rest of the Ryukyus. Bananas and
pineapples grow in abundance with a
pineapple factory helping out the local
economy. Situated on the main islands of
Ishigaki and Iriomote are a number of
resettlement villages where people from
Okinawa and other parts of the Ryukyus
whose land is not satisfactory for produc-
tion are given the opportunity of starting
life anew. They are given an initial
government grant of cash, farm imple-
ments, materials for the building of a
home along with a poftion of land. In the
past few years thriving communities have
sprung up within the resettlement area
with evidence of fine crops. Although in
former times there was a serious problem
of maleria, today that dreaded disease is
almost -extinct and the inhabitants are
reclaiming villages and areas which were
4t one time abandoned.

A Home for the Aged is located at Ishigaki
City
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Miyako Gunto with a population of around
76,000 is situated 150 miles Southwest of
Naha, an overnight trip by commercial
steamer. Hirara City, the port for the
Miyako Group is a beehive of activity,
with American servicemen to be seen from
the nearby radar site.

A leprosarium, NANSEI-EN, is situated
on the Northeast shore of Miyako Island
with 302 patients including 12 children in
the institution. Much has been done
toward the rehabilitation of the leprosa-
rium in the past two years.

Kerama Rhetto may be seen to the
Southwest of Okinawa at a distance of
about 20 miles from Naha. Some of the
most spectacular scenery in the entire
Ryukyu Chain is to be found in the
Kerama Islands. About 3200 people live
in the group. Pigs and dried fish are
among the exports.

The islands of Tonaki and Kume may be
seen to the west of the Keramas from the
summit of Zamami Island. Kume Jima
with its excellent soil is known for its
fine crops. Small commercial vessels com-
mute between Kume and Tomari Port
semi-weekly.

FEATURE STORY

It looked like a storm was brewing as we
headed out:of Tomari Port for the Kerama
Islands but this was no pleasure trip.
rather a MISSION of GOODWILL to the
oft forgotten people of the small islands.
Considering we expect to operate in the
future in the wake of typhoons, we were
anxious to try out the vessel in somewhat
stormy conditions.

The twenty mile trip across was made in
remarkable time considering the heavy
Southwest swell coming in on our port
bow. Approaching Zamami Island from
the north we guided the vessel into Asa
Bay just as heavy storm clouds broke.
I had come into the beautiful bay before
but always on someone else's vessel.
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This time we were operating from aboard
our own boat.

Across the bay in Asa Village we heard
the call of little children as we tied up to
the buoy and headed for shore. A beautiful-
ly symmetric beach on the inner reaches
of the bay enhanced a small village where
several of the local folk greeted us as our
small boat scuffed the bottom. “What's
vour business?” they asked. I replied that
I represented the church relief program
on Okinawa and we were on a mission of
goodwill to the small islands. “Oh yes”,
they replied, ““we remember the first time
you came to us three years ago when you
and your friends came with the big
Christmas party.”

They remembered the Christmas party
Chaplain Hall gave them so long ago. It
was our privilege as a family to accompany
him on that occasion to assist in the music
and the telling of the Christmas story. I
well remember the goodwill that was spread
at the time as every child on the island
received a gift and something to eat. It
was a thrill to be told by the mayor that

we were the first missionaries to ever set
foot on his island.

The Chief of Asa Village was out in the
fields working when we called so we set
out over the mountain to Zamami Village
which is the centre of the district of
Zamami. The journey over the summit
is one of breathtaking beauty, the entire
Kerama Group opening into full view with
Okinawa seen dimly in the background.
As we started down the hill a hum of
activity met our ears, hammers of carpen-
ters were pounding on two new homes,
while children of elementary and jr. high
school ages were playing during their
recess period.

As many of us will remember, it was from
the Keramas that the Battle of Okinawa
was launched April 1, 1945. In the pre-
paratory stages of the battie, on and around
Zamami Island 1,000 Japanese, 900 Ameri-
cans and 400 Zamamians laid down their
lives in heated battle.
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Last March the peol_?le of Zamami finished
a beautiful PEACE MONUMENT which
sits on the hillside for all to see, expressing
their resolute desire for peace. The monu-
ment cost 100,000 Yen to erect, a tre-
mendous sum of money considering their
meager economy.

Whije talking with the mayor of Zamami
Son; we asked him what was the greatest
event to transpire in Zamami since the
war. He told us without hesitation that
TYPHOON RUTH in 1952 was the most
outstanding event, either destroying or
damaging every home on the island. He
offered his sincere thanks for the kind
help of the American people following that
and other typhoons. 1 assured him that

we would continue to help his people as -

occasion demanded.

In the course of conversation I asked the
mayor if he had any crippled children in
his district and he replied that there were
two, so with a large retinue of children
following us we set out to meet one of
them. The little girl of thirteen was
huddled in a corner when we arrived,
frightened when she saw the American
but greatly relieved when she was told it
was the: same one who came in 1954 with
the Christmas party. When told we would
like to help her to become well again her
face brightened with hope. She was typical
of the many crippled children we have
encountered in our travels throughout the
Ryukyus.

Darkness was settling over the Keramas
as we trudged over the summit again to
spend the night aboard the vessel. As I
lay in my bunk listening to the heavy
downpour of rain on the decks above, I
thought how desperately 1 wanted to help
the outer islanders. Now that I had my
own vessel 1 could come to them in the
very wake of a typhoon or in a drought
with emergency supplies from our church
relief program or perhaps transport crippl-
ed children to and from Okinawa as their
cases could be handled.

The next day we set out again for Zamami
Village and once again hiked over the
summit to witness the sun shining upon
the surrounding islands bathing them in
its warmth, Far off to the west lay Tonaki
Jima like a sentinel guarding as it were
the lush island of Kume Jima. Arriving
at the village office the mayor asked if
we would-like to see some village life and
so occupied ourselves until noon when
we had an appointment with the school
of ficials.
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At the school the principal expressed grati-
tude for the milk that the American people
had provided the children of elementary
ago throughout the Ryukyus. It was grati-
fying to see the children without exception
take to the milk, a far cry from the days
when children used to turn their noses up
at the white substance. Their health show-
¢d marked improvement as a result of the
program.

After milk-feeding time the principal re-
sponded enthusiastically to the suggestion
that we tell the children a Bible story with
colored pictures to illustrate. The children
from grade one were soon sitting outside
on their own chairs which they carried
with them while their teacher interpreted
the age old story of David the Shephard
Boy.

Later, while waiting for our vessel to come
around to the Zamami side to unload 5
crates of used clothing, I set about to do
some street and home evangelism. In
sharing with the islanders our Christian
Concepts we have been able in some degree
to show them the fuller meaning of our
Democratic heritage. To leave them
material aid alone at the exclusion of the
spiritual would be but partially sharing
our better way of life.

We arrived at the beach again in time to
help push the cart out of the water with
the clothing aboard. Arriving at the village
office we saw a number of children and
adults arriving who were eligible for relief
aid so with the welfare director of the
district we had the satisfaction of personally
fitting out several of the people with good
used clothing from the Foursquare Churches
of Canada and the U. S. A. As we were
about to leave to board the vessel to return
to Okinawa a very old mama-san came o
me shaking my hand firmly with tears of
gratitude in her eyes as if to say, "Thank
you America.”

The trip back was rough with a new storm
brewing from the Southwest but this time
it was with us and we fairly flew home.
“OPERATION GOODWILL"” was off to a
good start. The trim craft showed that she
could take heavy weather much to my sat-
isfaction as I intend going again and again
to the small islands spreading friendship
and goodwill wherever I find an occasion.
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OKINAWA SHRINE CLUB

A bright future is the prospect of 10-year
old Seisho Tanahara who boarded a plane
at Naha June 13 for Honolulu, Hawaii and
the Shriner's Crippled Children's Hospital.
He is being sponsored by the Okinawa
Shrine Club, under the jurisdiction of the
Shrine Aloha Temple, Honolulu, which
supports the Honolulu Shriners Hospital.

Seisho has spent his life in a seated cross-
legged position due to congenital dislocation
of both hips, two club feet, and a stiff
right knee suffered at birth. Mr. Forrest
Long. US Army Engineer District employ-
ee, who had been helping the boy on his
own for some time brought the boy’s plight
before the Okinawa Shrine Club a few
months ago.

Treatment such as Seisho will undergo
would ordinarily cost between $10,000 and
$20,000 in a private hospital. However,
there will be no cost to his family, since
the 17 hospitals supported by three quaters
of a million members of the Shrine are
charitable hospitals dedicated to the free
treatment of crippled children. The Okinawa
Shrine Club is footing the $1,300 bill for
transportation for Seisho and Miss Masako
Teruya who is accompanying him.

Through the technical assistance of the
USCAR Public Health and Welfare De-
partment, the Okinawa Shrine Club has
financed a number of clinics for exami-
nation of crippled children on Okinawa,
and has purchased artificial limbs and fi-
nanced local treatment for hundreds of
Okinawan children. .

The Okinawa Shrine Club has asked that
we report any truly orthopedic cases found
in the outer islands of the Ryukyvus under
the age of twelve such as little Ito
Akikatsu from Ishigaki City, Yaeyama.
whom they brought to Okinawa last year
and who is greatly improved today as a
result of their program.

Mr. John Hearn, president of the Okinawa
Shrine Club sees the worthwhileness of
our Mission Vessel in assisting in the
location of the many crippled children
scattered throughout the Ryukyu Islands.
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